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The Big Picture 



Tennessee Students Struggle  

in the Early Years after High School… 
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72,865 Students 
2007 Cohort of High School Freshmen 

10,545 students  
did not graduate  
from high school 

22,334 students 
graduated from high 

school and entered the 
workforce and earn an 

average salary of  
$9,030 annually 

40,235 students  
enrolled in postsecondary.  

 
58 percent were still 

enrolled in one year (or 
20,418 of the 35,055 who 
enrolled immediately after 

graduation).  
 

3,514 had completed  
a certificate or degree within 

three years. 



More of our Students Must be Ready 

• There are more jobs in Tennessee than qualified applicants and 
55% of all jobs in TN will require some postsecondary by 2025. 

• 64% percent of first-time TN freshmen have to take remedial 
coursework at community colleges. 

• Our students have to be better prepared to take advantage of 
opportunities after graduation. 

• In order to do this, we must make sure our students are making 
progress each year and that they are on track for success after 
graduation.  

• We need a better measurement of progress to close gap between 
high school and postsecondary. 
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Tennessee Has Been Working to Get Ready for Years 
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Grades  

K-12 
Grades  

13-14 
Tennessee Promise 

• 2009: We adopted the Tennessee Diploma Standards. 

• 2011: We challenged students to meet more rigorous standards that 
mirror real-world demands in math and reading/writing. 

• 2012: Students began completing Constructed Response Assessments in 
math, applying multiple skills to solve a problem.  

• 2013-2014: Districts phased in online testing with the Writing 
Assessment. 

• 2015: All students in grades 3-11 took the Writing Assessment online. 

• 2015: All students in grades 3-11 took the social studies field test 
online. 

 

 

 



Foundation of TNReady 



TNReady is the New & Improved TCAP 

• TNReady is the new and improved TCAP test in math and English 
language arts (ELA) for grades 3-11. 
• TNReady is a part of TCAP.  

• TCAP includes grades 3-8 achievement tests and End of Course exams for 
science, social studies, math, and English.  

• The new test in math and ELA is designed to assess true student 
understanding, not just basic memorization and test-taking skills. 

• It will be given in two parts, however, the time students spend 
testing will be similar to last year. 
• Part I will be given in February/March. 

• Part II will be given in April/May. 

• The test will be given online; it’s the way of our world.  
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2015-16 School Year 

 3-11 

• Math (TNReady) 

 3-8 

 Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II 

 Integrated Math I, II, III 

• ELA (TNReady) 

 3-8 

 English I, II and III 

 Writing incorporated in TNReady 

 3-11 continued 

• Science (Achievement / EOC) 

 3-8 

 Biology, Chemistry 

• Social Studies (Achievement/ EOC) 

 3-8 

 US History 

 Alternate Assessments: 

• MSAA (NCSC)  

• ACCESS 

• Science/Social Studies 
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TNReady Math 



TNReady Math Goes Deeper 

• Math in grades 3-8 will focus on fewer concepts and assess those 
topics in multiple ways. 

• High school math will strengthen connections between different 
topics.  

• Math concepts will be assessed using real-life situations. 

• There will be calculator-permitted and calculator-prohibited 
sections at every grade level. 
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TNReady English 



TNReady English Focuses on Real World Skills 

• TNReady English will integrate reading and writing skills. Students 
will receive one score. 

• TNReady focuses on authentic workplace and postsecondary skills 
- reading, writing, editing. 

• Students will be asked to support their answers with evidence 
from something they read.  

• English tests will include both fiction and non fiction-texts. 
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ELA Updates 

Writing Task Design: 

• For year one of TNReady, students will write two essays –  

– One essay question will be operational and count toward the student’s score  

– One will be a field test question that does not count for scoring.  

• Students will be asked to read and synthesize multiple passages. The 

operational writing prompt will be either opinion/argument OR 

informative/explanatory. 

– In future years, it could be any writing type. 

• Narrative writing will be field tested in year one.  

• Scoring rubrics available.  
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TCAP Social Studies 



Social Studies Overview 

Why are the assessments changing? How are they different from the previous 

ones?  

• The assessments have changed to better align to the new standards and to 

reflect the higher expectations for students, particularly the greater focus 

on literacy. The new standards include: 

– more primary documents,  

– opportunities for higher cognitive demand,  

– additional focus on Tennessee History and Civics, and 

– geography integrated throughout the standards.  

• The biggest difference between the new and old assessments is the 

inclusion of an extended response portion (Part I), where students are 

asked to engage with a variety of stimuli such as maps, charts and 

historical texts. 
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Social Studies Design Overview  

• The assessments will be administered in two parts: 

– Part I will include only extended response items (essays). Students will write an essay 

based on stimuli such as maps, primary source documents and informational texts. 

– Part II will include only selected response items (for 2015-16, this means multiple 

choice with 1 correct answer. Any additional item types will be communicated prior to 

their inclusion on future forms)   

• Essays will be scored for both for the Tennessee Social Studies content and 

literacy expectations using the rubrics that were created by Tennessee 

teachers and content area experts, and based on guidelines established by 

teachers during the rangefinding process. 

• The 2015-16 social studies assessments will be administered online to all 

students on the MIST platform. 
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TCAP Science 



Science Overview  

• The content and format of science assessments in grades 3-8 and high 

school will not change in the 2015-16 school year, and for at least the next 

2 years.  

• Assessments are: 

– aligned to the current state standards  

– multiple choice only  

– Administered via paper/pencil 
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Science Standards Overview  

• A draft set of science standards was developed from scratch by a group of Tennessee 
educators that are content specialists.  

 

• There is a public review site that allows all Tennesseans to provide feedback on this draft 
set of science standards. (https://apps.tn.gov/tcas/) 

 

• The public review process will extend into fall 2015, and then additional groups of 
Tennessee educators will review public comments and post a revised version of the 
standards for a final round of public feedback in spring 2016. 

 

• A recommendation committee will then present the new science standards to the State 
Board of Education. The state board will first vote on the revised science standards in July 
2016.  

 

• Implementation and a new assessment will occur during the 2018-19 school year. This 
review and implementation timeline allows the state board to align the adoption of new 
science textbooks to the adoption of the new science standards.   
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TNReady Part I 



Part I Requires Multiple Skills in Action 

• Both English and math will be assessed on Part I. 

• Part I for ELA will replace the state’s current writing assessment.  
– It will require open-ended written responses in ELA. 

• Part I for math will include performance tasks in grades 3 – 8.   
– These performance tasks are multi-step problems that allow students to 

demonstrate several skills towards a practical application. 

• Schools can select dates between Feb. 8- March 4. 
– This is a similar timeframe that we used for the Writing Assessment in 

previous years. 
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Sample Math Performance Task: 4th Grade 

Joe went hiking for 1 week.  

 

The table shows Joe's distance from the 

start of the trail in miles (mi) at the end 

of each day of hiking.  

Part D 
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Sample ELA Writing Prompt: 3rd Grade   

Students will read a set of passages. 
 

The passages describe how beavers and a mole build their homes. 

• How are the two homes different?  

• How are they alike?  
 

Write an essay that compares and contrasts the homes of beavers and moles. Be 
sure to use facts and details from both texts to support your essay. Follow the 
conventions of standard written English. 
 

Manage your time carefully so that you can 

– Plan your essay 

– Write your essay 
 

Type your answer in the space provided. 
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TNReady Part II 



Part II Measures Skills in Multiple Ways 

• The second portion of TNReady will replace the current 
TCAP tests for math and English language arts 
administered in April/May. 

• This portion will ask students to select responses for 
multiple types of questions. 

• Performance on Part I and Part II will be combined into 
a single composite score for each student. 

• Part II: 

– Schools can select dates between April 18-May 13. 

 
 

 25 



Previous TCAP Tests  
v. TNReady 



TNReady is Engaging 

• TNReady will include more than just multiple-choice questions. 

• Giving the test online allows students a variety of ways to show 
what they know and can do. 

• It will include questions that are… 
– Interactive  

• Students are asked to drag and drop something 

– Open-ended  

– Evidence based 

– Selected response 

• This could include multiple choice or a question that asks a student to select all 
answers that apply 

• TNReady questions will require students to problem solve and 
think critically as opposed to relying on simply memorization.  
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Previous TCAP Tests v. TNReady 
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Previous TCAP Tests v. TNReady 
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Previous TCAP Tests v. TNReady 
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TNReady Practice 

Tools  



The Best Test Prep Is Good Teaching 

• The best preparation for TNReady will be strong instruction every day. 

– This isn’t a test you can game. 

• The test is designed to mirror how students are learning in the classroom. 

• Parents, students, and teacher have access to practice tools online now. 

– Because they are online, parents and teachers can access them anywhere- school, 

home, the library, etc. 

•  The practice tools have the same functionality as the test platform. 

– Students can get familiar with the format now.  
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What are the TNReady Practice Tools? 

• Sample items in MICA 

(Measurement Incorporated 

Classroom Assessment) 

along with the.. 

• Practice tests delivered in 

MIST (Measurement 

Incorporated Secure Testing) 

make up the…  

• TNReady Practice Tools 

available to educators and 

students.  

TNReady Practice Tools 

Sample Items 

MICA 

Practice Tests 

MIST 

33 



TNReady Item Sampler (MICA) 

What it IS What it is NOT: 

A collection of items that are similar 
to the items that will be on TNReady 

A full practice test 

Practice tools on a system that 
mimics the testing platform 

A secure testing platform 

A tool for flexible use by teachers A fixed interim assessment program 

A tool to help teachers/students 
become familiar with the functions 
of the system and complement 
rigorous instruction 

A tool that should be used to kill and 
drill students on how to try to game 
the test  
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TNReady Practice Test (MIST) 

What it IS What it is NOT: 

A short form of the TNReady test. A full version of the TNReady test. 

The questions will be the same rigor 
and focus as the questions on 
TNReady. 

The actual TNReady test will be 
different, secure questions. 

Results will be a good indication of 
what students will do well with and 
need to focus on to be ready for the 
test. 

Results will not be perfectly 
predictive of students final 
performance.  
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Tailoring Test 
Administration 



Flexible Administration 

• Districts have bigger testing windows for TNReady. 

• Bigger testing windows mean districts have more 
flexibility than ever before to choose when they want to 
administer the test. 

• Giving the test online gives districts more flexibility to 
schedule the test around instruction as opposed to 
shutting down the school for testing.  

• Students will not be testing during the entire testing 
window.  

• All schools in a district do not have to test on the same 
day. 
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Testing Time is Similar to Last Year 
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Testing Time is Similar to Last Year 
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Transition Timeline for 
Year 1 Results 



Transition Timeline for Year 1 Results 

 

 

• We will get TNReady results during fall 2016. 

• Because this is the first year of a new test, educators 
must determine what students should know and be able 
to do at each performance level (i.e., below basic, basic, 
proficient, advanced). 

• The summer after students take the test, teachers look 
at the test as a whole and determine how skills are 
measured by each question.  

• Teachers then determine what performance looks like 
for a student on grade level versus a student above or 
below grade level. 
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Transition Timeline for Year 1 Results 

 

 

• Before the test is given, we align the academic standards to 
the assessment, so we know which skill each question 
measures. 

• After the test is given, teachers review actual student 
responses. They then validate what is reasonable to 
demonstrate that a student is on grade level based on the 
expectations of the standards. 

• Because this process only happens during the first year of a 
new test, results will only be delayed during the first year of 
the test. 

• First year results will likely decrease as we set a new baseline 
for student performance.  
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Better Information for 
Parents 



Better Information for Parents 

• Parents will receive more and better information on their 
student’s performance. 

• Student reports will be sent to parents in fall 2016. 

• The new reports are designed to do three things: 
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Better Information for Parents 

• Parents across the state are providing feedback on the format of 
the new reports. 

• Parents, teachers, and principals have shared that some of their 
best information comes from PLAN and Explore reports. 
– The department is using those as a model.  

• Performance levels like proficient and below basic will be 
renamed.  
– With the help of parent input, we are selecting new names that express 

student’s progress toward being ready for success after graduation.  
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Communication Resources 



TNReady  Communications  

Educator Guide 

• www.tn.gov/TNReady 

• Includes PowerPoint of Parent 

Guide for school use 

• More detailed information about 

TNReady 

• Preparation checklists for schools  
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TNReady Communications 

Parent Guide 

• www.tn.gov/TNReady 

• FAQs for parents and families  

• Side-by-side comparison of old 

TCAP items and new TNReady   

• Key infographics: 

– 10 Things to Know 

– Preparation Checklist  
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Webpage  

• Student video 

• Informational Voice Thread 

• Parent Guide 

• FAQ 

• Helpful Links 

 

• Staff resources: 

– School Guide  

– Regional Assessment Meeting powerpoint and guide 

– Value-Added Comparison powerpoint 

– Scavenger Hunt Activity 
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For more information on TNReady, visit: 
tennessee.gov/education/topic/tnready 
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APPENDIX 



TDOE Strategic Plan 
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Tennessee Succeeds.  
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Tennessee Succeeds.  
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Tennessee Succeeds. 
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Tennessee Succeeds.  
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Math Updates 

Part I Standards Coverage: 

• Updates only affect the performance tasks in grades 3-8. High school 

courses will not have performance tasks in the 2015-16 school year. 

• The focus of the performance task will continue to be the major work of the 

grade.  

• Limited additional and supporting work also included in the performance 

tasks in all grades except grade 8.  

– Lists of additional and supporting standards released for each grade.  

– These shifts affect only 1-2 score points on the total assessment. 

• All other questions on Part I will only assess standards from the major 

work of the grade. 

 

 61 



Math Updates 

Overall Weighting and Score Points: 

• For Part I, the total number of items and score points have been reduced 
in grades 3-8.  

– Adjustment made because performance task has multiple parts and will count for 
multiple score points. 

– All questions outside of the performance task on Part I will only assess standards 
from the major work of the grade. 

 

• Because the number of items in Part I and II have been reduced in some 
grades, the overall weighting and score points for Parts I and II have also 
changed. 

 

• These changes mainly impact test development. 
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ELA Updates 

Weighting of Writing Traits in Part I: 

• NO writing traits will be double weighted for the 2015-16 school year. 

• The original scoring double weighed Focus & Organization and 

Development to 8 points each, while continuing to weigh Language and 

Conventions at 4 points each. 

– The revised blueprint will equally weight all four traits at 4 points each. 

• Traits will be gradually weighted beginning during the 2016-17 school 

year, beginning with HS ELA and continuing with grade 6-8 in the 2017-1 

school year. 
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ELA Updates 

Overall Weighting and Score Points: 

• Because the trait-based rubric weights have changed, the overall 

weighting for Parts I and II have also changed, with slightly lower 

weighting on Part I.  

• These changes impact test development but should have no impact on 

pacing guides or instruction – as the same standards are still being 

assessed in Part I. 

• Teachers should still engage students with content rich, complex texts, use 

textual evidence to support ideas, and build vocabulary. 
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ELA Updates 

Writing Task Times and Student Instructions:  

• Students in grades 3-5 have 75 minutes to write each essay, and students 

in grades 6-11 have 90 minutes.  

– The expectation is a cold write that will be scored as such. 

– Additional information about test times will be discussed during the administration 

segment of this meeting. 

 

• We do not expect student response quality to be the same as that 

expected after multiple rounds of revision 

– Teachers will be trained to score student essays as a rough draft during the 

rangefinding process. 
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Social Studies Design Overview  

• Comprehensive blueprints that detail the overall design of each grade and 

subject with item count ranges and percentages, as well as lists of the 

standards assessed in both Part I and II, are now available. 

 

• Based on recommendations from teachers and content area experts, there 

are standards at each grade level that will not be assessed via selected 

response on Part II, and a list is included at the end of each document.  
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Social Studies Scoring 

Overall Weighting and Score Points: 

• The assessment will have 60 score points total 

– Part I extended response item is worth 12 points (approx. 20% of total student 

score), with 8 points based on content and 4 points based on literacy. Based on 

recommendations from teachers that participated in test development, content is 

double weighted vs literacy. 

– Part II consists of 48 operational selected response items that are worth 1 point 

each, for a total of 48 points (approx. 80% of total student score) 

• Students will receive 1 comprehensive score report that includes 

information about their performance on both parts of the assessment. 

                                    67 



Social Studies Administration 

Testing Times  

• Students in grades 3-8 will have: 

– 45 minutes to complete one extended response item on Part I, and  

– 100 minutes (across two subtests) to complete 58 multiple choice items on Part II  

 

• Students in US History will have: 

– 90 minutes to complete two extended response items on Part I (one operational and 

one field test), and  

– 90 minutes (across two subtests) to complete 58 multiple choice items on Part II  
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What is MICA? 

• MICA is an interactive web-based assessment 

and learning system.  

 

• MICA will serve as the delivery system for the 

TNReady Item Sampler, a bank of test items 

aligned to the TN Academic Standards in English 

Language Arts and Math for grades 3 – 8 and 

high school.  
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What is the purpose of MIST 

Practice Tests? 

 To simulate a short-form of TNReady test, including Part I and Part II. 

 

 To allow students to experience a practice test  with the same features and 

conditions as the operational assessment. 

 

 To allow test administrators and proctors to practice logistical set-up and 

administration. 
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MIST Practice Tests  

• One form for MIST Practice Tests available for ELA and math in grades 3-11 in 
2015-16 

– ELA mini-test form: A full-length subtest with a single writing prompt for Part I and an 
abbreviated Part II that is half the administration time and questions 

– Math mini-test form: A full-length subtest for Part I including performance task in grades 
3-8 and an abbreviated Part II that is half the administration time and questions.  Part II 
is divided into a calculator prohibited and permitted subtests.   

• MIST Practice Tests available during three windows: 

• September 28- October 30 

• January 4 – February 6 

• March 7 – April 8 

• MIST Practice Tests will be closed during TNReady administration windows 
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What is the Purpose of MICA? 

 Give educators access to items that reflect the rigor and quality of items 

that will be on TNReady, the new assessment in English Language Arts and 

Math that will begin during the 2015-16 school year. 

 Allow teachers to use the items to create their own custom assessments to 

administer on-demand in their classrooms.  

 Provide students with an opportunity to practice with the same online 

assessment tools they will have on TNReady in MIST platform. 
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Testing Time is Similar to Last Year 
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Accessibility Features and 

Accommodations 
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Accessibility Features and 

Accommodations 

• Accessibility Features 

– Tools or preferences that are built in 

– Intended to benefit all students 

• Accessibility Features Identified in Advance 

– Not unique to testing environment 

– Students will have evidence of need in regular instruction 

– Available to any student with an identified need 

• Accommodations 

– Provide equitable access 

– Mitigate effects of a student’s disability 

– Does not compensate for a lack of skill or reduce expectations 

– Does not change construct being assessed 

 

75 



Quick Scores 

• For all assessments in 2015-16, quick scores will be delayed.  

• For fall administration, quick scores will be released first week 
of February 2016. 

• For spring administration, quick scores will be released first 
week of June 2016.  

• Quick scores will be calculated using cube-root method.  

• Per PC 256 (grades 3-8) and revised SBE policy (grades 9-12), 
due to the delayed timeline, it is the LEA option as to whether or 
not TCAP will be included in student grades.  
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